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Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's Supplemental Answer mailed April 15, 2004, 
please consider the following remarks. 

REMARKS 

Prior to addressing the substantive issues raised in the Examiner's Supplemental 
Answer, Applicants wish to take note of the fact that the filing of an Examiner's 
Supplemental Answer was improper. More specifically, 37 C.F.R, 1.193(b)(1) and 
MPEP 1208.03 clearly state that "[a] supplemental examiner's answer is not permitted, 
unless the application has been remanded by the Board of Patent Appeals and 
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